Network Protocols and Services

Minor Assignment

Marks
This assignment represents 10% of the overall assessment for this unit. 

Due Date

This assignment is to be handed in before 9:00pm on Friday of Week 5 (7 May 2003). You will need to submit in two forms - in hard copy and electronically.
Content
This assignment consists of a User Manual for the network packet analyzer program - the Demo version of NetXRay. 

The purpose of NetXRay is to "listen" to the network cable and "capture" packets that are present on the cable. The contents of the captured packets are displayed along with a "decode" of what is inside each packet. 

NetXRay will be introduced to you in labs from Week 3 onwards and features will be explained in lab sheets - it is your job to bring this information together into an organized document and present it in a way that would be attractive and useful to a novice user. 

The demo version of NetXRay is restricted in its abilities in various ways as explained on the startup screen - the most significant limitation being the restriction to viewing the first 5 captured packets. Your manual should pay particular attention to the strategies necessary for working around this limitation. 

Screen Captures
To insert screen captures into your document use the following procedure: 

To capture the "active window" use [Alt] – [Print Screen]. This places a bitmap in your paste buffer that can then be pasted into your document. 

To capture more than just the active window (for example a dialogue box plus the screen that launched it) use [Shift] – [Print Screen]. This captures the whole display which may be pasted into the Paint program and trimmed as required. The trimmed portion can be pasted into your document.

Marking
In marking the assignment note will be taken of the following: 

· Clarity of expression and layout - a user manual must present concepts to the novice in easy to understand text and pictures. 30% 

· Attention to particular features - there are many features in NetXRay but this assignment should, at the very least, address the following: 

· Capturing packets 10% 

· Viewing packets 10% 

· Capture filters 

· Address filters 10% 

· Advanced filters 10% 

· Data filters 10% 

· Attractive presentation 10% 

· Any other aspects covered 10%

